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$2822 2SILODSICSS 
 COLLSTARVRAEIG SEES 


THE 


Sacred Diſcipline of che Church. 


deſcribed in the W ord of God, accor- 
ding to the judgement of the godly Mini. 


ſers of the Presbyterian party, which lived 
in the daics of Queen El:z2berb of bleſſed 
MEMORIE, 


— 


2229 He Diſcipline of Chriſts Church, that is neceſſary 
D DF for all rimes, 1s delivered by Chriſt, and ſer down 
SY LY in the holy Scriptures. Therefore the. true and 
ESDSS 1lawtull Diſcipline is to bee fetched from them,and 
from thence alone, and that which reſteth upon any other 
foundation, 01g1tto bee eſteemed uniawtull and counter- 
feir, 

Of all particular Churches, there is one a3d rhe ſame-right 
order and torme Theretore allo n» one. may challenge ro it 
{elf any power over others, nor any right, which doth not a- 
like agree to others. 

The Miniſters of publique charges. in_ every particular 
Church ought to: bee called and appointed ro ,thewr.charges 
by a, lawtull Eccleſtiſticall calling, fuch as hereatrer is ſer 
down. All theſe forthe divers regard ot their {everall kiads 
are of equ-ll power amongſt themſelves. 

No man can bee lawfully calledto publique charge in any 
A 2 Church, 
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(2) 

Church, but hee that is fir to diſcharge the ſame. And none 
150 bee accounted fir but hee that is eadued with the come 
mon gifts 6f allrhe godly,thatis,wirh Faith and a blamelefle 
life. And further aiſo withtholeghar are proper to that Mi- 
niſtery wherein hee is to bee uſed, and neceffary for the exe- 
cuting of the ſame ; Whereupon for triall of thole gifts ſome 
convenient way and eximinatian i5to bee uſed. 

The party to bce called mult firſt bee cleRed,rhen hee is co 
bee ordained ro that charge whereunto hee 1s cholen by the 
Prayers of that Church, whereunto hee is to bee admitted, 
the mutuall duries ot 'him and of the Church, being before 
. laid open. ; 

The Miniſters of the Church are - firſt, they that are Mi- 
niſters of the Word. [In their examination it 1s {pecially ro 
beetaken heed unto that they bee apr co teach,and tryed men, 
notnewly plaatcd and converted to the Faith, 

Now thele Minittcrs of the Word,are firſt Paſtours, which 
doe adminiſter the Word and Sacraments. Then Teachers 
which are occupied in wholſome Doctrine, 

Befades theſe, there are allo Elders, which watch over the 
life and behaviour of every man; and Deacons which have 
care over the poore. 

Further, in every particular Church there ought ro bee a 
Presbytery, which is a Contiſtory, and as ir were a Senate of 
Elders. Under the name ot Elders here are contained they 
who in the Churches miniſter doctrine, and they who are 
properly called Elders. 

By the common councell of the Elderſhip all things are 
directed that belong to the ſtare of their Church, Firſt, fuch 
as belong to the guidance of the whole body of ir, in the ho- 
ly and common aſſembly, gathered together in the name of 


the Lord, Thar all things may bce donein them duly, order- 
ly,andto edification. 


Second- 


Secondly, Then alſo ſuch as pertain to particular perſons. 
Firſt, to all the members of that Church, that the good may 
enjoy all the priviledges that belong unto them, that the 
wicked may bee corrected with Eccleftaſticall cenſures accor- 
ding to the quality of the fault private and publique, by ad- 
moniſhing and by removing either fromthe Loids Supper,b 
ſuſpention (as itis commonly called) or our of the Churc 
by excommunication, Then which belong ſpecially ro the 
Miniſters of publique charge in the Church, to their calling, 
either to bee begun or ended, andended either by relicving 
or puniſhing rhem, and thar for a time by ſuſpention, or alto- 
gether by depoſition, 

For dire.ng ot the Elderthip, let the Paitour bee (er over 
ic, or if there bee moe Paftours then one ia the ſame Church, 
Let the Paſtours doe it in their turnes, 

Bur yet in all the greater affaires of che Church, as in ex- 
communicating of any, and in chooſing or depoſing of 
Church Miniſters, nothing may bee c——_ without the 
knowledge and conlent of the Church. 

Particular Churches ought to yeeld muruall help one to 
another, tor which cauſe they ate tro communicate amongſt 
themlelves. 

The end of this communicating together, is, thar all things 
in chem may bee fo direRted both in regard of DoQrine, and 
alſo of Diiciplinc,as by the Word of God they ought ro be. 

Therefore the things that belong hereunto are determined 
by the common opinion of thoſe a. meet {0 ro communi- 
cate together, and whatloeveris to bee amended,furthered,or 
procured in any of theſe ſeveral Churches,or in allthe Chur- 
ches that belong tothat Aſſembly. Whercin albeit no parti- 
cular Church hath power over another, yer cvery particular 
Church of che {ame reſort, meeting,and counlcll ought to 0+ 
bey the opinion of more Churches with whom they commu- 
nicate, A 3 


For holding of choſe meetings and Aſſemblies there are to 
be choſen by cvery Church belonging rothat Aﬀembly.prin- 
Cipall men from among che Elders, who are to have their in- 
ſtrutions fromthem,and ſoto be ſentrothe Aſſembly. There 
muſk be aiſo a care had, that thethings they thall rerurne ro 
have been godly agreed on by the meetings , be diligently 
obſerved by the Churches. 

Further, in {ſuch Aſſemblies there 1s alſo to be choſen one 
that may be {ct over the Aſſemblies who may moderate and 
dire them. His duty is tolce that the Aſſembly bee held 
godly, quictly, and comely. Therefore ir bclongerth unto 
hum to begin and end the Conterence with Prayer, to know 
every mans inſtructions, to propound in order the things thar 
are to be hand!ed, to gather their Opintons,and to propound 
what is the opi:1o0n of the greater patt. Itis alſothe part of 
the reſt of the Aflembly to {peak their opinions of the.chings 
propounded, godly and quietly. 

The $ynodicall Diſcipline gathered ont of the Synods and uſe of 
theChurches which have reſtored it according to the Word of 
God, avd out of fundry Bookes that are written of the ſame, and 
referred unto certain Heads : 

| Of the neceſ\ity 6f a Calling. 

Let no man thruſt himſelt into theexecuting of any part of 
Publique charge in the admuniſtration of the Word, Sacra- 
ments, Diſcipline, or care over the Poore. Neither ler any 
{ich ſuc or ſeek for any Publique charge of the Church , bur 
let every one tarry untill he be lawfully called. 

The manner of entrinz aud determining of « Calling, and againft 
4 Aliniſtery of no certarne place,an the deſert on of a Church, 

Let none be called but unto ſome certain Charge ordained 
of God, and to the excrcifiag of the ſame in ſome particular 
Congregation; and he that 1516 called, let him be fo bound 
to that Church, that he may not after be of any other po 
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3 
depart from it without juſt and neceſſary cauſe , which is 'to 
be judged of by thoſethat have lawtull authoriry ſo to do. 

Let none be call. d, burtthey that have firſi ſubſcribed the 
confeſhon ot Doctrine and Diſcipline, whereof let them be 
admor.iihed to have Coptes with themſelves. 

of the examination of Miniſters, 

In the examination of Miniſters, the teftimony of the place 
from whencethey come is to be demanded, whereby it may 
be underſtood what lite and converſation hee hath been of, 
and whether he hath been addited to any Herelie, or tocu- 
rious and ſtrange queſtions, and idle ſpeculations ; or rather, 
whether he be accompred ſound, and conſenting 11 all things 
ro the DoQrine received in the Church. Wohereunto it hee 
* agree, he is alſo roexpound ſome part of the holy Scriptures 
ewice or oftner, as it ſhall ſcem meet to the Examiners , and 
that before the Conference, and that Church which is inter- 
reſſed, Eet himallo be demanded of the prircipall Heads 
of Divinity, and whether he will diligently cxecure and diſ- 
charge his Miniſtery; and in the execution thereof propound 
unto himſelf, not his own defires and commodities , but the 
glory of God,and edification of the Church. Laſtly,whe- 
cher he will be ſtudious and carefull ro maintaine and pre- 
{ſerve wholſome Doctrine, and Eccleſiaſtical] Diſcipline. 
Thus let the Miniſter be examined not onely by one El- 
derſhip, bur alſo by lome greater meeting and Afembly- - 

Of Eleftion.r 

Before the EleRion of a Miniſter , and the deliberation of 
the Conference concerning the ſame. Let there be a day of 
Faſt kept in the Church interreſlcd. 

' Of iheplace of exerciſing thu Calling. 

Albeir it be lawfull for a Miniſter upon juſt occaſion te 
Preach in another Church, then that whereof he is Miniſter, 
yet none may exerciſe any ordinary Miniftery clſewhere > 


(6 
for a certain time upon great occaſion, and by the conſent of 
his Churc!: and Conference. - 
Of the Offf.ce of the Miniſters of the Word, and firſt of the Order of 

Lyturgie or Conmon-Praycr. 

Ler the Miniſter that is ro Preach, name a Pſalme, ora part 
of a Pſalme (beginning with the firſt, and {o proceeding) 
that may be ſung by the Church , noting to them the end of 
their ſinging, to wit, the glory of God, and: their own. edi- 
fication. After the Pſalme let a ſhort admonition to rhe 
people, follow of preparing themſelves to pray ducly unto 
God. 

Then ler there be made a Praycrcontaining a generall con- 
feffion firſt of the guilt of {inne both originall and aQtuall _ 
and of the puniſhment which is due by the Law for them 
both. Then alſo of the promiſe of the Goſpel,and inreipeR 
of ir ſupplication for pardon of the ſaid guilt and puniſh- 
ment and Pctition of grace promiled as for the duties of the 
whole life; ſo eſpecially forthe godly expounding and re- 
cciving of the Word. Ler this petition be concluded with the 
Lords Prayer. Afrcr the Sermon ler Praycr be made againe 
firſt for grace ro profit by the DaQtine delivered, the princi- 
pall heads thereof being remembred;, then for all men , bur 
chicfly torthe univerſall Church, and for all «ſtates and de- 

rees of the people, which is likewiſe to be ended with the 
ods Prayer, and the ſinging of a Pſalme as before. Laſt of 
all, ler the Cungregation be diſmiſſed with ſome convenient 
form of blcſfing taken our of the Scriprurcs ſuch as is Num. 
6:24. 2 Cor.13.13. 

Of Preaching. 

Let himthart ſhall Preach, chooſe ſome part of the Cano- 
nicalf Scriptures ro expound, and nor of the Apocryplia. 

-»* Further in his ordinary Miniſtery,let him not taks Poſtills, 
(as they are called) but ſyume whole book of the holy Scrip= - 


rute, 


7 
ture, efpecially of the New Teſtament to-expound in or- 
der. Inchoiſe whereof, regard is to bee had both of the 
Miniſters ability, and of the edification of the Church. 

H-ethat preacherh muſt performertwo things, the firſt thar 
his ſpeech bee uncorrupt;which is to be confidered both in re- 
gard of the doctrine, that it bee holy, ſound, wholeſome, 
and profitable to edification,nor deviliſh,herericall,leavened, 
corrupt, fabulous, curious, or contentious. And alſoin re- 
ſpeRt of the manner of it, that ic bee proper to the place 
which is handled, thatis, which either is contained plainly in 
the very words, or if it bee gathered by conſequent that the 
ſame bee fir and cleare, and ſuch as may riſe upon the pro+ 
perty of the words, grace of (ſpeech, and ſuir of the matter, 
and not bee allegoricall, ſtrong wreſted, and farre fetched. 
Now let that which is ſuch and cheifly which is ficeſt 
for che times and occaſions of the Church bee delivered. 
Further 1-c the explication, confirmation, inlargement, and 
application, and the whole treatiſe and handling of it bee in 
the vulgartongue, and lerthe whole confirmarion,and proof 
be made by arguments,teſtimonies, and examples taken one- 
ly our of the holy Scriptures, applyecd fitly and according to 
the naturall meaning of the places that are alledged, 

The ſecond thing to bee performed by him that preacherh 
is reverend gravity. This i5 conftiered fickt in the ſtile or 
phraſe and manner of {pecch thar ir bee ſpirituall, pure, pro» 
per, {4nple, and app!yecd ro rhe capacity of the people, nor 
{uch as hamane wiledome reacherth, nor {avoring of new 
fanglednefle,nor either {0 affeRate as ir may ſerve for pomp 
and auſtentaion; or ſo carcleſſe and baſe as becometh nor Mi= 
niſters of the Word of God, S:condly,it is allo to bee re- 
garded as well in ordering the voyce, in which a care muſt 
be had-that avoiding the _— R—_ of onetime it may 
bee equall, and both riſc and fall by degrees; Asalſo in or- 


| B dering 


($) | 
dering the geſture wherein(the body being upright ) the gui- 
ding arid ordering of thewhole _ is ro follow the voyce, 
there being avoided init allunſeemely geſtures of the head or 
other parts,and ofren turning ofthe body to divers f1des. Fi- 
-nally 1erthe geſture bee grave, modeſt,and ſeemely, nor witer- 
by none; 'nor to much; neither like the geſtures of Playcrs 01 
Fencefs. ' Bos. 

Theſe things areto beeperformed by him that preacheth, 
whereby when need requireth they may bee examined, 
who 'are trained andexcrtiſed'to bee mide fitro preach.” 
4+ Ler there be, if mayit be, every Sabbath dey two fermons, 
and letthem thatpreach, alwayes indeavour to keepe them- 
ſelves within one houre, eſpecially on the worke dayes. 
The-uſe of preaching at burialls-is to-bee lefr as it may 'bee 
done conveniently, *becaule there is danger, that they may 
nouriſh the ſuperſtition of ſome, 'or bee abuſed to pomye 
and vanity, HI. | 
Bo 2909 7! _ Of the Catechiſme, x 
"Let the Catechiſme bee taught in every Church.” Let there 
bee two forts, one more large applyed to the delivering 
of the ſumme of Religion, by a ſuite and order of certaine 
places of the Scriptures, according to which ſome point of 
the hi5ly idottrine miy bee expounded every weeke. Ano- 
Uther'df the ſame ſort, bur horter, fir forthe examination of 
*th& rude and ignorant before they bee admnted to the Lords 
Supper. _._ X | 

| Of the other payts of Lyturgie or divine Service 

'All the reſt ofthe Lyturgic or divine Service confiſteth in 
the adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and ( by the cuſtomg 
of the Church) in bleſſing ot marriages. The moſt commo- 
dious forme thereof, is that which i$ uſed by the Churches 


Er 


thar have reformed their diſcipline according to the word of 
Gud. | | 


of 
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Every month before the Communion let this wholer 
'of Dilcipline.be;xeag in the ( ty, MIT 


(9) 
| Of Saframents, {1-1 
Let onely a Miniſter of the Word that is,a Preach Monte 
ſter the Sacraments,& thatafrerthe preaching of be, Wyior , 
and not in any ochex place then. in the publique alſemb lies, 


ofthe Church. y "0 
, © Of .Baptiſme. ior”) 
Women onely may .not offer. unfo Baptiſm, thoſe thar 
are to bee baptized, but the father, if it may bee, or in his 
name {ome other. --They which preſent unto; baptiſm are 
:0 bee perſwaded, notto give thoſe that are baprtizcd inthe 
aames of God, orof Chriſt, or of Angells,or of holy Offices, 
as of Bapriſt,Evangelift, &c. Nor ſuch as ſavour of Paga- 
nilme or Popery;bur {uch,cheifly wherepfrheir axe examples 
in the holy Scriptures, in the names ofthoſe who are. 1eyow- 
:ed in themto have beene godly and vertuous, _ 
Of the Communion, © 7 
; Let the time. of celebrating the Communion bee, made 
nowne cight dayss before, that the Congregation may pre- 
parethemiclves z andthar the Elders may, doe their. uty..in 
going toand viliting whom rhey ought. | 
' Of frenifying their names that are to communicate. _ .* 
Ler them which betqre, have got beene received to the 
Lords Table, WARN they firſt deſyg.to,come to it, give their 
names rothe Miniſters ſeven dayes before Communion, thar 
care of inquiring of them may,bee committed tg the Elders: 
char if there bee any Gaufe of hunderance, there may, bee, 
made in timegbuc it zhege bet no {uchthibg,ler them proceed, 
wherc need may bee to. the examining, of rheir fk ore 
ſome of rhe Elders and Miniſters, | $a bi 
e 


hfory, ap Ict'he;Miny 

Elders, and Deacons bee Cen ured one aiter ano! T 3. {-4 

thatthe Miniſter concerning Doctrine, bee cenſured Mint 
_ Lu 
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kers onely. 
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. Letthem ancly be admitted ro the Communion, that have 
made confeffion of their Fairh, and ſubmitted themfelves to 
the Diſcipline, unleſſe they ſhall bring Letters reſtimonaals 
of goo credit from.ſome other place,or ſhall approve them- 
ſelves by ſome other ſufficient teſtimony. = 

Children are not to be admitred to the Communion be- 


fore they be of the age of 14 years exceptrhe Confiſtory ſhall 


other wile determine. 


On the Sibbarh day next before the Communion,let men- 
tion be madcin the Sermon of the Examinarion, wheretmto 
the Apoſtl>- uxhorreth ,* and of the peace thar is by faith: 
In the day of che Communion, let there be ſpeech of rhe 
doQrine of the Sacraments { and cfpecially of the Lords 
Supper, fa 

Of Faſive: 

Let the day of Faſting bepublithed by the Paſtor accor- 
ding to the adviſe ot the Corfiſtory, cicher tor ſupplication 
forturningaway of calamitics preſent, orthreatned, or for 

petition of ſome ſpeciall grace. Letrhe Sermons upon the 
* day bctore and after noone (as onthe Lords day) be 
uchas may be fit torthe preſent .occafion.. . 
_ | © "Of. Holidays. 
"= Holidayes are conveniently tobe aboliſhed. 
T7 Of Marriages. 
© Ler efpouſing goec betore Marriage : let the words of e- 
Upouli be of the preſent time, 'and without condition, and 
c before tufficicne Witneffes on both fides. Itisro be willed 
"tar the Miniſter , or an Elder be preſent at the Spouſalls, 
ho (having called upon Goud) may admonifth both patties 
heir duties : And firſt-may. have care of avoiding the de- 
SSbid en borh bythe Eaw of God and man, and 
enmiay demand of ther whether they be free from any 
"boridof marriage, which if thty-profefie, and bee rangers 
24 


.* - "Wong 

he may alſo requite ſufficient reſtimony, Furcher alſo they 

arc to be demanded whether they have been marryed before, 
and of the death of the Party with whomthey were married, 
which if they acknowledge and be ſtrangers, he may demand 
convenient teſtimony of the death of the other Party. Fi- 
nally ler them be askedif they be under the government of 
any, wherherthey whomit coiicerneth have conſented. 

The Spoulalls being done in due order let them not be dif- 
ſolved thovgh bath Parties ſhould conſent. Let the marri- 
age bee ſolemnized within two moneths afrer. Before the 
marriage lctthe pr. rpiſc bee publiſhed rhice ſeverall Sabbath 
daies, but firft let the partics eſpouſed with their Parents. or 
Govcrnours, defire the publiſbing thereot of the Miniſter and 
zwo Elders at the. leaſt that they maay bee demanded ot: thule 
things that are needfull, and let them require to ſce thevIns 
ſtrumenr of the Covenant of the mariage,or at leaſt ſufficzeny 
teſtimony of the eſpouſals. | 
. Marriage may bee ſolemnized and blefled upon ary ordi- 
nary day of publique Prayer, ſaving upon a day of Falt.- ..; 
| | of Schooler, Pg 

Let Children bee inſtruted in Schooles, bothin oth 
learn ng, and eſpecially in the Carechitme, char they may 
repeat it by hean, and underſtand it when' they. are {o.in- 
ſtructed , let them bee brought ro the Lords Supper, after 
they have bcen examined by. the Miniſter, and atlowed' by 
him 
of H_ of Divinity, ad beir exerciſes, 
- Incvery. Church wherc it may convenicntly-be done. c 
i$to be had that ſome poore Scholars, ma. of Divinity. 
being fit. for Theologicall Exerciſes, and cſpecially for —_ 
ounding of holy Scripture,may by the kberyliyi_ds god- 
y rich be taughtandtrainedu ptopreach. 
Lerthat expoſition. (as-often as it thall be convenient :to- 
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| (12) 
be bad): bein he preſence at leaſt of one Miniſter, by whole 
preſenge' they may be kept in Order, and in the ſame fort 
aSrouching the manner of Preaching , that publique Ser- 
mons are made, which being ended, -let the other Students 
che being pura par: that was Speaker) nore wherein he hath 
failed'in any ot thoſe things that: are to bee performed 
by him-thar preacheth publikely, as is ſer downe betore. Of 
whoſe opinion let the Miniſter that is preſent, and is mo- 
derator of their Exerciſc,judge and admonith the Speaker as 
he ſhall think meer. : 
7 Of Elders, | 
' Ler the Elders know every particular houſe 8& perſon of the 
Church, that they may informe the Miniſter of the condiri- 
on of every one, andthe Deacons of the fick and poore,thac 
they-may take care to provide forthem, they are not to bee 
perpetuall, neicher yer eafily to be changed. 
Of Conſiſtories. bt: 
:In the. Conliſtory the moſt voices are to. be yeelded. unto, 
In it. onely Eccleſiaſticall things are: to; be handled, Of 
them , firſt they are to be dealt with ſuch as belong to the - 
commonidire&tion of che Publique meyer in the order of ' 
Lytngitor:Divine Service, Sermons, Prayers, Sacraments 
+ 197 cog Burialtlsz Then with ſuch alſo as pertaine 20 
the overfighcof every one and their particular deeds. Further 
they areto caule {uch things as ſhall be chought meer ro bee 
regiſtred and written in a Booke. _ are alloto cauſe.ro 
be written inanether book the names of ithem. thad are bap- 
tized, with the names of their Parents and Surcties. | Like- 
wife of the Communicants. Further alſoare-to bee noted 
theirnames that arc married,thart dye, and to whom lerters 
ceftimaniall are given. 0502.54 112 gdh gab 1 
| NKSE Of the Cenſares, LH. -* 9 | 
- None i5to bee. complained of unto the Conſiftory, _ 
| r& 
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firſt the marter being uttered with filencing the parties name, 
if ir ſeeme meete ſoto bee done by the judgement of the Cons 

{iſtory. | 
In private and lefſe faults, the precept of Chriſt, At. 18, 
isto bee kept. by " 9 
Greater arid publique offences areto bee handled by the 
Confiſtory. Further publike offences are to be eſtemed: Firſt, 
ſuchas arc done openly before all,or whomloever,the whole 
Church knowing of it. Secondly,fuch as bee done in a pub- 


 liqueplace albeit few know it,” "Thirdly, that are made Al 


by pertinacy 8 contempt. Fourthly,that for the heinouſt 
of the offence, areto bce puniſheq with ſome grievous civill 
puniſhment. ; w_— 8 

They thatare to bee excommunicated, ( being ia publique 
charge1in'the' Church)are to be depoſcd allofromtheir Char- 
ges. They alfo areto bee diſcharged, thatare unfit for the 
Miniſtery by reaſon of their ignorance, or of ſome incura- 
ble diſeaſe, or by any'orher ſuch caule are dilabled to per- 
forme their Miniſtery,  Butinthe roome of ſuch as are dila- 
bled by meanes of ficknelſe ora ge, Jet another bee pla- 
ced without the reproach of him that is dilcharged, and 
further, ſe as the reverence of the Miniſtery may remaine 
unto im, and hee may bee provided for liberally, and in 

02d order. | 

When there is queſtion concerning an Heretique complain« 
ed of to the Confiſtory.; ſtraighr let two or three neighbour 
Miniſters bee called, men godly and learned, and free from 
that ſuſpition, by whoſe opinion hee may bee ſuſpended 
till ſuch tine as the Conterence may take knowledge of his 
cauſe. 
The obſtinate after admonition by the Confiſtory, though 
the fault have not be-ne ſo great, are ro bee {ulpended from 
the Communion, andit they continue in thcir obſtinacy, 


this hall bee the order to proceed to their excommunication, 
Three 


(14) 

Three ſeverall Sabbath dayes after the Sermon, publiquely 
let bee deelared the offence committed by the offendor, and 
the duties done to him, that hee might bee brought to reper- 
rance. The firſt Sazbbarth ler not the offendors name bee 
publiſh:d. The ſ{ccond let it bee declared, and with all a cer- 
tzine day of the weeke named to bee kept for that cauſe in fa- 
ſing and prayer. The third,let warning begiven ot his excom 
municating, to follow the next Sabbath after, excepr there 
may bee thewed {ome ſufficient cauſe to the contrary, So 
uponthe fourth Sabbath Day, let che ſentence of excommu- 
nication bee pronounced againſt him,that his Spirit may bee 
faved inthe day of the Lord, 

Heethart hath committed great offences opprobrious to the 
Church and to bee grievoully puniſhed by the Magiſtrates 
authority, albeir hee profefle his repentance in word : yet 
for the rriall chereof, andto take away the offence, ler him 
for a time bee kept from - the Communiun. Which how 
often, and how long it is to bee done;let che Conſiſtory 
according to their diſcretion determine, After which if che 
party repent, hee is brotherly ro bee received againe, blur 
not untill hee have openly profeſled his repentance before the 
Church by conſent, whereof hee (ſhould have beene cxcom- 
municated. 

Ifthe Miniſters of any publique Charge in the Church 
commit any {uch thing, they are to bee depoſed from ch&ir 
charge, 

The ſecond kinde of Deacons 1s of diſtributers, who are 
they that take the charge for relicving ofthe poore 

Of the Aſcemblies of the Chureh . 

Particular Churches arc ro communicate one with ano. 
ther by common mectings and relortss Inthem onely Ec- 
clefiaſticall matrers are ro bee handled, and of thoſe, onely 
{uch as p<rtaine to the Churches of chat reſort. 

Con- 


* aL 
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. - Concerningother Churches, unleſle they be deſired, they 


-_ 


are to determine nothing further then to refer ſuch marrers to 
their next cammon and greater meeting. ,...” -.. 
. Lex th: arder,of procceding,-in them bee: this, Firſt,.ler 
the ſurvey. be taken of. thoſe thar are peſent, and the names 
of choſe that are.abſenr and ſhould be. there, be noted, that 
they may give a reaſon attheir next mecting of their abſence, 
or be cenſured by the judgement of che Aſſembly nexe. 
 Ler cheats ot.chelalt aſſembly, of char kinde: Cqcar8's that 
if any of the ſame remain unfiniſhed, they may be diſpatched. 
Then let thoſe things be dealt in, that are properly. belang- 
ing to the preſenc aſſembly. Where, firſt, the inſtruRions 
{zat-from the Churches, are to be delivered by everyone in 
order as they {it rogecher with their Ictrers of credence. Se- 
condly, ler che ſtate of che Churches of that reſort be conſi- 
dered, to wit, how they arc inſtrufted and guided. Whether 
the holy Doctrine and Dilciplice be caught and exerciſed in 
chem,and whether rhe, Miniſters gf publique charges do their 
duty, and ſuch likes reaped + NCIII 6: 
Furthermore, they ſhill determine of thoſe things that do 
appertain co the common Rigte of all the Churches of chat fe- 


- 


{ort, or ung any of the (ame,; which way ma . be. ſufficient 
for tha DT Y the Churches. Laſtly. 1 Duet 
che Delegates prelcnt may be.cenſmed, .. _._ 

They that are to meet 1n ſuch aſſemblies are to bee choſen 
by the conſent of the Churches of chat Aſſembly and confe- 
rence 0 whom.ic may appertain. oi, | 

\ Ter ſuch onely bee choſen. that, exerciſe publi ve. funRion 
inthe Church of, Miniſtery or Elderſhip,and which haye ſub- 
(cribed rg,the DEfrinegod Diſcipline, and havg popenied ro 
bcbaye theilclyes,jn, all chings5agcarding tg the ;Ward of 
God, Norwichſtanding ic may bee, lawfull alſo for other El- 
ders and other Miniſters to or and likewiſe ( Un the 
C1 | M- 
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iſſemBly think i meer) for Deacons and for ſtudents in Divi- 
nity,cſpecially choſe that exerciſe rhemſclves in expounding 
the holy Scriptures in the conferences, and be asked their o- 
pinions, which in Srudents is to this end, that their judge- 
ments in bandling tarters Ecclefiaſticall, may bee both rry- 
ed and ſharpned, bur they only are to give voyce which arc 
choſen by the Churches, and have brought their inſtruRions 
fizned fromthem. 
"* 'Ifthere fall ourany very weighty matter to be conſulted 
of; let notice of it be given ro the Moderateur of the Aſſem- 
= next goihg before, or to the Miniſter of that Church 
where the next meeting is tobe, the ſame is to ſend word of 
i in due time ro rhe Miniſter of every Church of that afſem- 
bly that rhey may communicateit 'afore-hand wich thoſe to 
whomir appertaineth,thatrhe delegates reſorting to the next 
meeting, may underſtand and report their judgements. 
tn "pointing the place for the Afﬀembly, regard muſt bee 
V4 oftheconvettient diſtance; and other commodities thar 
no part may juſtly complain that they are burthened above 
ers. 


”\ Thievery foch Eccifiafticall Aſſembly,it ismeet there bee 
«Mota bur titeks to havetharge of the Aﬀembly, to ſee 
| kepriit'gp6d order, and heeisalwayes (if it may hee COR- 
venicntly) to bee changed, the choiſe is to bee in this man- 
ner. | 
© The Modetisroutofthe former Afﬀembly of thar kinde,or 
in bis abſence the Miniſter of rhe Church where they meer, 
having firſt prayed ficly to thar purpoſe, is to move the Aſ- 
fembly'to chooſe a Moderarour. Hee being choſen isto pro- 
Vige'thit The things: done'iti the afſembly may bee witten 
that'the'delegares/ofevery Church nay write them out, and 
7 nicate them wirh che” conferences fra whence they 
IRE: The 
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The Moderatour is alſo by the order and judgement of the 
aſſembly, to give anſwer cither by ſpeechor by Letters, to 
ſuch as defire any anſwer and roexecme cenſures if any hey * 
to bee a "EE AO MA 

Further hee is£o procure all things to bee,done init, godly 
and quictly exhorting to ——_—_ moderation of ys 
forbearing one of another where need ſhall be, and referring 
ittorhe Aﬀembly, to take order for ſuch as arc obſtingtgand 
contentious. Laſtly, he/is to remember them of the: next 
mecting following, wichthanks for their. paines, exhaging 
chem co proceed cheerfully in their Callings, and ſo cgurte- 
oully to diſmiſle the Aflembly, before ſuch time none may 
depart without leave of the Aſſembly :..Therefare, unleſlexc 
hoon plaig aQ, and manifeſt unto all, ifany thjak himſelf in- 
jurcd by the leſle MEFS, he may appeal Gil unto x paa56h 
till he cometo a generall Counſcll, {o that he aſcend order- 
ly from the leſle ro the next greates, Bur it is to be under- . 
ſtood, that the ſenrence of the Aſſembly is holden firm, un- 

till ic be otherwiſe judged by an Aﬀlembly. of greagramho- 
xitY» | » vx 94 v 2001 12k 1] 050097 
A ſemblies or mectings are elthar Conferences or 3 5 

Conferences are the meetings of the Elders ofa tew Chur- 


Cches, as tor example gf twelve. Thereateto mectia.a Con- 


ference cholen by the Elderſhip of every particular Church, 
one Miniſter and one Eldes. The Contrercca aret0: be kept 
oncein fix weeks. Fino X 

They are ſpecially to look unto the ſtate of the Churches 
ofchar reſort and Conference, ;examining particularly thelc 
{everall points. Whether all things be done» in them accor- 
ding to the holy DoRtine and Dilcipline of the Goſpel, to 


wit, whether any queſtion be moved concerning. any point 
DEE oo iis 
ablerved ? Wachter hen c 
þ 


Chur- 
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Churches, that a ſufficient one in due time may be procured. 
Wherher the ' other Minifters of publique charge in' the 


Church be appointed in' every* Congregation ?' Whether y 
care be had of Schooles, and tor the poore 2 Finally,they are | 
to be demanded whereinany of them needeth the advice of 
the Conference for the advancementot the Goſpel amongſt 
them. ir DO OE CEBLLGS 25 ©on9 


Before the end of the meeting (Gf it ſhall be ſo thought 
good'by them) Ler one of rhe Miniſters aſſembled in Confe- 
rence'enther choſen by voyct, or 'taking it by' turn, Preach 
publiquely. "Of his fpeectyTer the'reft judpe-armong -rhem- 
{elves (the Elders being pit apart) and admonith him bro- 
therly, if there be afty-cauſe, examining all rhings according 
to thoſe rules that are before' declared in the Chz er-cOn- 
cerning” the things that are to be performed-by rhofe thar 


Preach: = 
2 of Synods, | A” 


'ASyavd is the meeting of 'choſery:men of 'miny Conſe- 
\t rences. -In it letthe whole Treatiſe of Diſcipline be read. In 
[ it alfo (orherthings firſt being finiſhed, as was -ſatd before) 
= - let all thoſe thatare preſenc be cenfſured- (if it-may be done 
' conveniently) 'and ler thein +4{o Have a commumornrin and 
| wich the Church yhew thty were-flembled; © -- 
- There arexwo ſorts of Syriods.The firſt is particular,which 
comprehendeth both the Provinciall and Nationall Synod, 
«A Provincall Synod isthe meeting of: the-choſen -men of c- | i 
A uy conferencewithin the Provinee, 1 - 
-1>A Province containeth'24 Conferences; + 
| 03 Afrwapco calla'Provinciall Councell may be this , rhe 
f ' care thereof (cxceptthemſelveswill determine of ity rmizy be | 
[| vcarhmittedito the! parzicuſar: Elderſhip 0f/[bine” Conference 
: ;within the:Rnovince,whictbbyal\ifof theſlame Conference 
| may 
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may theplaze: and rime-:forithe meeving of the Bro- 
vinciat: Synodo!>hgoon pris cind moral omigty) Cl 21 125 
+Fothar Churchror'Etdorſbip: are td bee ferit; The. -marrers 
that ſeemed'ro che particulyr Conferences more. difficult for 
them to take order in, and luch-as betohgrotheq Churches of 
the whole! Provincey/ wtach:israbet:.doned iligenrly; -aridin 
goodie, that che tamEmay in-dne fexſorgive norice of the 
place, andime.of rhe Synod; and ofthe marters to bee de- 
bated therein, that they which ſhall bee ſent, may come the 
beuerprepacd, andjudye of: thami:accordmg to) chigzadyiſe 
of the conterenceses 75) 2% bun) 10 b30V7 2544 nm hill fe) 

Two Miniſters, and as many Eldersard to'bee' {cnt frome- 
very Gonkerenceumo rhe Provincnlt Synod.” Ther {ame is 
to. bee held every half yeare orofther,-tll cir Diſcipline bes 
ſetled. Iris to bee held three monerhs before. cvery Narion« 
all Synod.that rhey may prepare and make teady-rhe{erhings 
that pertaine to the Nationall, The Acts. of the Provinciall 
Synodare £o:bee ſent unta the. Nationall by the Elderſhip 
of that Church tnwhichat was holden, and every-Minifter is 
ro bee furniſhed with a Copie of them, and' with the reafons 
of the ſame. -:! : INC cull! 51582 
. A Nationall Synod. or: Convocation,” is a meetiog of the 
choſkn.men of every Province, within the Dominion of the 
{ame Natidnzand:CivillGoverament, ' - -. 24148 nf 

The way to call it,(unlefle it ſhall derermine otherwiſe) may 
bee the ſame with. the Provinciall, thatis, by the Elderſhip 
of {pme parricular Church, whieh'ſhatlnppomethe time and 
place of the next Nationall Convocarion,bucnot-otheuwile 
then by the advice of their Provinciall Synod. "IM 

Our of-every Provinciail-Synodi there we'to) bee choſen 
three <Ffiniſters; and as many Hlders©d beb ſent tothe? Nas 
tionally. They are t0 chandle the: things: (pertaining! to{the 

| C3 h ! 213 Chur- 
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Charchesof the whole Nation, or Kingdome, as the Do- 
Qrine Diſcipline,Ceremonies, things not decided by inferior 
mcerings,appeales, and ſuch-like. By the order of the ſame, 
onc isto beappoinced, which may garher 1nco one Book, the 
aotes of cvery particular Church. 

Thus mich for particular meetings the univerſall follow- 
eth, which is called a:gencrall or Oecomenicall Counſell, 
which isa meeting of the choſen men of every Narionall $y. 
- [This Diſcipline, intituled the. Diſcipline of the Church 
deſcribed in the Word of God as farre aswe-:can judge, is 
raken and- drawn: from the moſt pure fountaines of the 
Word of God, and containeth in it the Diſcipline of the 
Churchrhavis neceſfary,eſſentiall ,-and common to alt ages 
of the;Charch.-: 1 _ 2111 1K. 1.490 916 03 217) 2 

The Synodicall alſo adjoyned, as it refteth npon'the ſame 
foundations 55 likewiſe neceſlary'and perpetuall. But as 
far as it is not expreſly confirmed by authority of the holy 
Scripture;-bur is applycd to the uſcand times of the Church 
as their divers ſtate. may require according tothe: Analogie 
and ecnerall rules of the ſame Scripture is ro be. judged pro- 
fitable for the Churches thar receive it. But may be chan- 
ged in ſuch things as belong not ro'theeffentegtrhe Diſci- 
pline upon a like godly reaſon, as the divers eftate of the 
Churches may require. | | V3 

The forme of Subſcription. 

The Brethren of :the Conference-of NN. 'whole names are 
hereunder-writen, have {ſubſcribed this Diſcipline after this 
manner. 


This Diſcipline we allow 2s agodly Diſcipline;and agree- 


able tothe Word of Gerd (yer fo as we may be firſt ſarisfied 
in the things herenndernoced)and defire the fatne ſo ack iow- 
tedged by us to be funthered by all lawfull meanes that by 


pub- 


(ax ) 
publique authority of the Magiſtrate , and of our Church, it 
Fo oeſtabliſhes. 

W hick thing if ir may be obtained of her right excellent 
Majeſty, and other the Magiſtrates of this Kingdom, we pro- 
miſe that we will doe againſt it wherby the publique 
peace of the Church may be troubled. In the mean time we 


promiſeto obſerveir ſo as it may be lawfull for us ſo ro 
doe by the publique Laws of chis Kingdome, and by the 
peace of our Church, | 


FINIS. 
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